It is probable that " diverticulitis" is more common than is usually thought. The two forms are acute and chronic. The large intestine is the most frequent portion of the bowel to be involved. Acquired diverticula are generally multiple. It is by no means rare to find the diverticula running out into masses of fat, sometimes into actual appendices epiploicae. The acute variety when occurring in the pelvic colon may cause suppuration around the loop, and give rise to a condition termed erroneously " left-sided appendicitis." I have on several occasions opened abscesses in the left iliac fossa, which I have little doubt were due to perforation of these diverticula. The chronic form in this region is of great interest because of its similarity to carcinoma in the same part. The lesion occurs more frequently in men, and in men after middle life. It gives rise to troublesome constipation, with much flatulency, and considerable distress from frequent desire to defaecate. A tumour forms, and then with some emaciation, nearly every sign and symptom of malignant disease, except haemorrhage, is present. Even when the abdomen is opened it is difficult in many cases to be sure whether a'simple or a malignant condition is present. The specimen shown is a typical one which I removed from a gentleman aged 74, in November, 1913. I had a letter from him two days ago to say he was now 80 years, and that he was in " rude health and very active," and had no return whatever of any of his troublesome' symptoms. It will be seen that the lumen of the pelvic colon has been very greatly narrowed, that there are numerous diverticula. In some instances a fairly certain diagnosis can be made by the appearance presented in a skiagram taken after the rectal-injection of barium under a vertical pressure of 3 ft. Several of the diverticula will be seen radiating from the lumen of the gut. Probably excision of the narrowed portion of the bowel is the most appropriate treatment.
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